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Of the first Voyage made by Father Marquette
toward new Mexico, and How the
idea thereof was conceived.

taking, influenced by a most ardent desire to

extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, and to
make him Known and adored by all the peoples of
that country. He saw himself, As it were, at the
door of these new Nations when, as early as the year
1670, he was laboring in the Mission at the point of
st. Esprit, at the extremity of lake superior, among
the outaouacs; he even saw occasionally various per-
sons belonging to these new peoples, from whom he
obtained all the Information that he could. This
induced him to make several efforts to commence this
undertaking, but ever in vain; and he even lost all
hope of succeeding therein, when God brought about
for him the following opportunity.

In The year 1673, Monsieur The Count De Fron-
tenac, Our Governor, and Monsieur Talon, then Our
Intendant, Recognizing The Importance of this
discovery,—either that they might seek a passage
from here to the sea of China, by the river that
discharges into the Vermillion, or California Sea; or
because they desired to verify what has for some
time been said concerning the 2 Kingdoms of The-
guaio And Quiuira, which Border on Canada, and
in which numerous gold mines are reported to exist,—
these Gentlemen, I say, appointed at the same time

THE Father had long premeditated This Under-



